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ABOUT SPIRITUALISM.

Tue law of Moses contains the following
passages: “There shall not be found among
you a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wiz-
ard, or a necromancer; for all that do these
things are an abomination to the TLord.”
« And the soul that turneth after such as have
familiar spirits, to go a whoring after them, I
will even set my face against that soul and will
cut him off from among his people.”

In accordance with this law, Saul treated
sorcery as a capital crime. When his own
misconduct became rebellion—a rebellion
which finally extinguished the fortunes of his
house in tears and blood—he was told by
Samuel that it was as the sin of witcheraft.
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It is made one of the greatest virtues of the
good king Josiah, that he set a flinty face
against all attempts at dealing with spirits;
and one of the greatest crimes of the wicked
king Manasseh, that he practised and abetted
such attempts. Malachi declares that God
will be a swift witness against the sorcerer.
Under the ministry of Paul at Ephesus, the
dealers in curious arts brought their books
together and burned them before all men—so
great was the felt antagonism between their
new principles and their old practice. And
even the mild John is found teaching just the
game severe gospel that lighted up the Ephe-
gian market-place with blazing parchments
worth fifty thousand pieces of silver; and
closes the record with even sterner words than
began it: « And the fearful, and the unbeliev-
ing and the abominable, and murderer, and
whoremonger, and sorcerer, and idolater, and
all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death.”

The fact that I find in the Scrip:ﬁures such
representations as these is my chief reason

wy

s
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for offering some thoughts on what has been
called Spiritualism. Public attention is now
being called to it through the press and loeal
circumstances ; and that Religion whose teach-
ings are our supreme authority on all moral
questions, so far from shunning the theme,
speaks upon it after a fashion of most free
and menacing severity. To her, this invoking
of the dead is no innocent diversion. To her,
these rappings and questionings at the gate of
cloistered spirits are no harmless curiosities
with which one can properly amuse his lei-
gure, and while away the tedium of a winter
evening. She places sorceries of all sorts
under solemn ban. They are such trespasses
on the night-side of nature as shall enlist
against the trespasser the night-side of God.
Whether as principals or accessories, none
may engage in rebuilding that black art which
Moses cursed and Christ denounced, without
repeating the experience of Julian, and bring-
ing out against themselves avenging fires from
the old foundations. Such are the plain teach-
ings. And, holding them to be divinely true,
I feel it my duty to waive objections to an un-
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pleasant topic, and to seek your attention to
some explanations and suggestions respecting
that system of sorcery which, under the more
specious name of Spiritualism, is nOW ambi-
tiously seeking new credence and incurring
old penalties.

A few words will suffice to state the system.
In this country, it claims to deal almost ex-
clusively with the spirits of dead men; abroad,
it claims to deal also with spirits nob of our
race. The alleged means of doing this are
mostly quite different from those employed in
olden times. Then, circles were drawi, drugs
burned, rods waved, mystic tormulas mub-
tered. Now, tables are manipulated; & cer-
tain fixing of the eye, or certain passes of the
hand, induce in persons of a peculiar temper-
ament what seems like sleep oT trance; some;3
tirmhes, without any visible effort, Personihor
this class fall into convulsio‘ns ZL'IJC 1Oth:’6
gtrangel y—appemring St&tes.. Ttis 011a1m;ce tim(G;
in connection with these thmgs and 80

W 1, W N I 3 f 1 | 1 1 < ic
15e Q) o) mlls 9
? jt}]()“t Lh(}n y ondae P no ses, ‘ )
s = 110 V. o
m i b ) W ‘ 1 ‘ j\ nn
Ca/uge":' Of SUC]I p].l@llo]]ﬂenﬂ; are abse 1,

i

)

ABOUT SPIRITUALISM. 7

cles of furniture of all kinds, but especially
tables, tip, turn, shuffle about the room, dance
about in the air even, and rap out intelligent
answers to questions both verbal and men-
tal; the sleeping or trance mediums tell the
thoughts of those with whom they are put in
communication, detail what is passing in dis-
tant places, describe things in the spirit-world ;
while others, as if their bodies were possessed
by other wills and energies than their own,
independently speak or write what purport to
be messages of Swedenborg, Bacon, Socrates
Demosthenes. It is maintained that these
are literal facts. It is alleged that, being
facts, they must be due to the agency of spir-
its not embodied. And we are recommended
to put ourselves in communication with this
agency to learn all manner of secrets belong-
ing to the present and future world—to learn
history, science, morals, theology; in @ word,

- almost anything we choose to inquire about.

Such is the system. No doubt it has many
sincere believers. And of course I am very free
to admit that there is such a thing as & spirit-
world—a world of intelligent, active, and pow-
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erful beings not discernible by bodily organs.
Tt is also freely admitted that these spirits—
angels, devils, disembodied souls of men—ifeel
a very great interest in human affairs. Not
Jess readily is it admitted that in past ages
some of these spirits have actually had with
men communications of the most striking char-
acter; for do not the Scriptures tell me that
angels have visibly brought revelations to
men, that deceased Moses and Elias showed
themselves to the three disciples and Christ,
and that a large number of persons in the
same age were literally taken possession of by
demons, who convulsed them, and made thel?l
foam at the mouth very much as some medi-
ums are said to do? Further, as 2 believer
in the Seriptures, I fully grant that some of
these beings have very extensive dealings 'Of' a
certain kind with us still: good spirits ml.DlS—.
tering to them who shall be heirs of galvation;

and bad spirits going about Seekil.lg Whon?
they may devour, contriving temptations, S1u§f
gesting evil thoughts, taking away the seec i
truth from hearts in which it has been divil

. rwise
ly sown. Tar be it from me to do othe

s

.
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than allow most unreservedly what has had
such unwavering reception among practical
Christians in all ages! And I may even go
so far as to allow that there are someé new
natural facts among the phenomena of mod-
ern Spiritualism, crude and imperfectly devel-
oped as yet, but which in time and in right
hands may be of some service to mankind.
All this is admitted most freely; and yet I
feel that I must give a very unfavorable ac-
count of Spiritualism. I have had my eye on
1t for years. I have given it such examination
as seems to me greatly sufficient. And, as
the result, T am bold to testify against it in
behalf of both science and religion. To the
best of my belief it is their enemy. It is their
enemy in principles and works, by stratagem
and proclamation, with the right hand and
with the left. And the least I feel permitted
to say to you is, that it ought to be most de-
cisively, energetically, and summarily rejected ;
and that he best consults his honor, his safety,
and his virtue who keeps most remote from its

*influence,
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CONSIDER SEVERAL FACTS,

L T'he origin, means, and modes of Spirit-
ualism are nothing in its favor.

It is of heathen origin. Tts native country
is that of the devil-worshippers. Christian
missionaries find it to-day in a very ripe state
in many of the darkest and worst lands the
sun shines on. From time immemorial it has
flourished in them just in proportion as gross-
ness and heathenism have flourished. Never
was the system in a palmier state than among
the naked cannibals of the Hawaiian iglands
just before they received Christianity.

The first appearance of Spiritualism in its
present form in this country was at Hydes-
ville, New York. A family of Foxes became
“mediums.” If the sworn testimony of g
most respectable relative of theirs ig worth
anything—if the published certificate of the
professors in the Buffalo Medical College,
fortified by the experiments of Dr. Scheff of
Frankfort, Germany, can be relied on, these
mediums began their career either wholly or
in part as tmpostors.

Also, up to the present time, a respectable

v;‘
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character has been of little or no consequ.ence
to a medium. If his conduct is fair, it 18 a.ll
very well; and if it is as bad as tl.le worst, 1t
is apparently all very well too. As in the days“
of Christ, the spirits, even the best—named,'df)
not hesitate—far be it from them to be fastidi-
ous—to enter even into swine. Some of tl}e
most efficient mediums are unpresentable in
decent society ; and at least one is known whose
performances were nothing save when he was
drunk. And now, behold! by grace of SUCl‘l
persons shall tables dance and tu‘rn somell—
saults, pokers and crockery frisk (Pstmcted{
from floor to ceiling, chairs run tilting at each
other, untended violins play dancing volunta-
ries and Yankee Doodles in the air; to.s.&y
nothing of scores of other feats equally 1‘1chc]—
ulous, which one does not care to dwel.l upm%
and which yet have a place the b1b1ei :O
Spiritualism. Strange things these to belffno A
a good system—especially to one proposnfes‘
teach religion! Strange means, modes, sour ) _
at they are o pre

They are
1 worn by

I take it upon me to say th i
sumptions in favor of the spirits.
features not very likely to be foun

R o~ /J
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a rational, dignified, and useful system. And
one can hardly be blamed if he starts back
somewhat from the hard-favored stranger as
she first approaches him with extended hand,
and offers to come into his house and among
his precious children, as the high priest
prophet of a new dispensation. _

IL. A4 vast amount of delusion an imposture
has been proved against Spiritualism,

Every person who has been wakeful to the
events of the last few years has known very
many cases in illustration of this statement,
He has perhaps been in personal contact with
some; he has known others very surely, only
at second hand. They have swarmed to him
in the newspapers, he has heard them recited
in lectures, he has seen them

and

amassed in
books. Mr. Lewis publishes his certificate,
Mr. Richmond his, Professor Page his, Pro-
fessor Watson his. Conscious and uncon-
scious muscular action, ventriloquism, con-
cealed machinery, natural magic, have all at
times been found helping to lift the naturg]
into the supernatural, and expand common-

places into wonders. Some story bristling
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with marvels sweeps ambitiously BOEOES J.Ch:
stage. After a little comes an annﬂllﬂah::
exposure, as bristling with mmnswel:ab e i g
natures and affidavits. Such undemabll}.’ i’;s
been no small part of the history of SPn'ltu_il" 1
ism. And it has often pressed very sorely ¢ uz
honor and credibility of some of the n?pcise
prominent promoters of the system. 1
Davises, the Sunderlands, the Maxwells ha".e
ere this ,found themselves in 1o enviz.xble pos%—
tion before the public. Their delgsmns 112‘1-\'6
sometimes looked wonderfully like ynpostulvles-.
Are the two exposures of the medl‘um ?(1)1“ Zl_
already forgotten ? Do we not stﬂ.l we : 1 A
member the birth of the great “motive fomeﬂl
in Massachusetts? Does not Aubu.rn ‘St1
blush for the famous colony to Mountain Cove,
in Virginia? ;
m'}]glegfzct is, we need be in no haste to adnll;
all the wonderful stories told of the fevﬂt]iinoa
Spiritualism. Extravagances are no new b tz;
in this field. The history of the §)"§t911fl’the
say nothing of the intrinsic incred.lbﬂltzl gna ¢
things alleged, will warrant us m1m';1;mtbwe
very liberal abatement from much
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hear. No doubt we are fairly entitled to sus-
pect that if many of these threatening DAITa-
tives of facts were properly winnowed of their
chaff, the residuum would be neitl_ler very
dazzling nor abundant. We may fairly pre-
sume that a thorough ecriticism would cut down
many of these leviathan marvels to very mod-
erate dimensions.

TIT. The best friends of Spivitualism CIZZOZ.U
that a very large part of its REAL phenomena is
due to purely natural causes. .

This was at first confessed sparely and with
great reluctance. - But by degrees so many
facts accumulated that were extremely dis-
creditable to an intelligent spirit-agency, and
that at the same time gave profuse tokens of
being rooted altogether in physmal'and psy-
chological forces and laws, that {ntelhgent
spiritualists felt bound to change their ground.
Now they agree in holding men:e Nature re-
sponsible for a very large pal-‘t of thej so-called
spiritual phenomena. Morbid 1?()(1168 ; mor-
bid minds; unconscious cerebration ; the sub-
tle forces of ordinary science, such as elec-
tricity and magnetism ; still more subtle forces

&\
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with subtler laws, yet purely physical, which
are believed to lie at the foundation of ney
sciences and arts—these are made to do duty
as Interpreters of a vast amount of strange
things once attributed to spirits.  Professor
Phelps finds that a spivitualist authority ad-
mits that “seven-tenths of the

alleged spirit-
ual phenomensa, may be of mundane origin ;”

also that an intelligent committee of spiritual-
ists, who met at Cleveland in 1867, reported
that “what at present passes for spirit-com-
munion among the people is a mixed, and, for
the most part, unanalyzed m
the identity of Spirit-presenc
tain. . . . Many,

ass, rendering
e Very uncer-
i not all, of the disorderly
manifestations your committee deem wholly
unspiritual, having their origin in half-con-
trolled diseased nerves,

poor digestion, torpid
liver

» and general discord of mind and body. ...
We cannot suppose that a majority of the
Phenomena under consideration is projected
and directed by spirits.” _ _

IV. None of the phenomena of S]JZ'T‘Z'Z%'Z(CLZIS.HL
have the least scientific value as proof of ils
truth, much less of its merit.
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Much as I should dislike, both on scientific
and religious accounts, to admit in all their
length and breadth mesmerism, electro-biol-
ogy, with clairvoyance and odyle, and what
not, it is, to say the least, quite as easy to do
this as it is to admit that Spiritualism is true
and gives true teaching. We know that Na-
ture is great. We have the best reason for
believing that there are yet unsounded depths
of strangeness and power in her forces and
laws. The whole progress of discovery hag
prepared us to expect the uncovering at no
distant day of great realms of natural won-
ders—perhaps more strange and startling than
any yet revealed. Are not the mountain-tops
and nearer coast-lines already beginning to
show faintly in the gray light of the morning ?
Hence, were 1 sorely pressed by the facts, I
certainly should deem it wisest to take refuge
in the vast and unknown possibilities of old and
new sciences, and say, We have fallen on 1
new scientific domain ; we are in sight of a new
mundane continent; our lines are beginning
to catch by the angles and skirts of new phys-
ical and psychological discoveries of the stran-

ABOUT SPIRITUALISM. 17

gest pattern. This would be the least of two
evils. It would leave me my religion. It
would leave me my faith in divine Providence.
It would leave me my faith in a’ God and in
the reality of moral distinctions. Not so to
accept the hypothesis of Spiritualism with its
implications. I must then give up all those
great principles which I feel to be absolutely
necessary for restraining, guiding, and com-
posing my life, as will be shown hereafter.
Further, as good evidence as exists in sup-
port of the best phenomena of Spiritualism,
exists to show that they can readily be pro-
duced by unbelievers in the system, in defiance
of spirits, and even for the purpose of dis-
proving the reality of their intercourse; also
to prove a thousand known falsehoods and
absurdities. I say as gooil evidence; and I
speak within bounds. The operator takes his
stand, and challenges all spirits far and near.
He bids them take notice that he is about to
produce the phenomena himself-to the confa-
sion of their pet system, and defies them to
stop him if they can. He then goes forward,
and, in the manner of the mediums, produces
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the same results as easily and perfectly as the

best of them. Or he takes his stand and says,
« Tisten, all ye spivits! I will produce your
phenomena to prove that exvor is better than
truth, and vice better than virtue; that black
is  white, and the whole of a thing
than the sum of its parts.” Jush as success-
ful as before. The tables twn, the raps are
n, the speaking OF writing trances show
themselves; in a word, no believing medium
do the thing better. Now T do not
accounts; I only say that they
11 attested in every part-iculm'

as any ever pub forth by spiritualists. Are
such phenomens as these good for anything
f of Spiritualism? What is the evi-
orth that is equally good ab proving &

and 1ts oontrary—»equally good ab
proving Spiritunlism and the veriest absurdi-
ties that cal be mentioned?

V. Sp’irifualz'sm is rejected by t'7zc great Mmass
of izztellz’gem‘, cuszz'va!ec/, a:n'(l frc.ZmZ)Zc .mcn who
‘ feen paz’ns o excmne ils CZ(‘LM?ZS———BZ/"G)Z
who are (?'z's].;osecl lo admit as genuine
the leading p/zcnomcna of the systen.

greuter

give

could
vouch for these

come to s as we

as proo
dence W
doctrine

Jave 4
of those
some of
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Some rej
e G
Sy Je(tzlt the system on one ground and
u v . L
s neqcﬂ ? ;el ; but rejected it indisputably
o 1011;' y a 1 the respectability and culture
e ;;h ing of society. The learned prof
8, the ¢ i Riry
s (T;.G.Lt olleges, the scientific associations
great quarterli
o WhOSq }mltelhes of the press, the ’businesaj
7 nJaY :d :
P {bacultles have been sharpened and
ed by 4
i (JD g the conduct of extensive affairs
DO ’ L. > rmey’
e Sphitndl-these ranged under the ban
piritualism.  Spiri i 4
! ; piritualists
ey B} sts send a me-
P Ofo111g1.e§s: it is summarily cast into
derision a roetf |
B s ;nd forgetfulness. They
16 Ameri iati
et ican Associat for
Mind. : ation for
= a;m(l)ment of Science: the assembled
ce of the ¢ : o o
: ountry ref i
e use the applicatio
o : ation
e Insili:nzon}f. They apply to the Na-
g stitute of Frar |
” . ance: t e
gives notice once and agai et
i lanc again that all papers on
will share the f
i he fate of those relati
the perpetual motion. There 1 S)011)01&‘51115—;
et tion. ore has been no
i Jdd.ueﬁexanmmtion of the system by
1s first class
o ass. For now m 7
ol : \ any years
N ehon 1;mg testimonies, such as they are
5 o subj /
g 1e subject, have been extensive]}:
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canvassed in the begt journals ; by such men
as make the reputation of illustrious universi-
ties; by such illustrious men as Babinet, Ar &=
go, Famday, Brewster, as well as by a mult.l-
tude of otherg scarcely less accomplished 11
the various wallg of culture. In a word, the
system of Spiritualig

g cal
m, as professing to dea
With spirits, L

s had abundant investigati.?n
from thoge most capable of judging of %ts
merits, and wiformly with one result. While
L ecognized in the phenomena .Of
the system Some new and interesting facts 11
Ph_‘isics and Psychology, they all agree in re-
Jecting the System itself as either false or dia-
bolical. T 82y all. By this T mean that the
exceptions are relatively s0 few as to be of no

‘ ; round
account; ag few, for example, as may be founc

SUpporting the gt
Gommunism, or
0us scheme,
This, Plainly, is 4 £
OY Persons who have
ited megng of
Ttualisy,

loose and outrageous
; -eposter-
any other equally preposte

. ide 711
act worth being 1;110'“
Ry n-
had comparatively 1”_1
: ;s ki,
mdependent judgment of SpI

T substanti&H}'; all the druggists
and chemistg and

Jut s tondom
Physicians in Christendo?
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have certified me that a certain drug is spuri-
ous or noxious, I am bound as a 1'<?asonable
man to have a care how I use it and introduce
it into my family. I proba,bl.y shall refuse to
have anything to do with it—shall recom-
mend the same course to my friends: and who
can accuse me of acting irrationally ?'

VL. The ablest friends of ;S*pirit'ual‘zsm sub-
stantially confess it worthy of rejection. !

This they do by confessing that no Flepfém -
ence can be placed on its commun'lc'atlons,
and that, granting they are from spirits, the
best that can be said-of them is that they are
largely from wicked spirits, and may be eln:
tirely from that source. Hezu: what Fdmonc b,'
the leading spiritualist in this country, BayS :
“In the first place, the mind of the mec‘hum
influences the message; then the statfas of the
atmosphere and locality have sogmthmg tot?o
with it; next the harmony or discord of .1(-;
mortals who are present; and, finally, mzm.y o1
the spirits themselves have 8 /ey lgelmdiic_
propensity to mischief and‘evﬂ‘. S.e 1s , v
tolerant, malicious, and dehghf';mg in mm(.\
suffering upon earth, they continue the same,



e e = N

o —

o

|
%
|
{
i
fr

22 ABOUT SPIRITUALISM.

for a while at least, in their spirit-home ; and
having in common with others the povwer of
reach%ng mankind through the newly-devel-
opeél: nstrumentality, they use it for the grati-
fication of their predominant propensities, with
even less regard than they had on earth for
tpe sui%'ering that they inflict on others. Some-
tln.les 1t i3 with a clearly marked purpose of
evil, avowed with 5 hardihood which smacks
of the vilest condition of mortal society. Some-

times its fell Purposes are m

ost adroitly veiled
under a cov

the testi er of good intentions.” Such is
al estimony of Edmonds ag published sev-
gle?iv}e’fs 1118 a{go. Wi.thin a few months he has
b Al i; :t ﬂ;eture in which he repeats these
the medium ?trong'er forms. He says that
for spirit-m : ,O ben mistake their own thoughts
often make Stslageg,, that the spirits themselves
well as tell } 16 most egregious mistakes as
iboteea ;e. ‘greatest falsehoods knowingly,
are good an' {ntl]itg often personate those which
sure 01‘it€;rio; h 2% Up to the present time, nO
guishing hety, a5 been discovered for distin-
he a,dmti)t l“ee.n.th.e two classes; in short,
s that it ig Impossible to rely on the

ABOUT SPIRITUALISM. 23

accuracy of any of the responses and messa-
ges given in the circles till verified in experi-
ence. Hear what Swedenborg himself says,
or mediums of the best class in his behalf:
“The spirits,” says he, “relate things exceed-
ingly fictitious and full of lies. When spirits
begin to speak with man, man must beware
lest he believe them in anything, for they say
almost anything: things are fabricated by
them, and they lie; for if they were permitted
to relate what heaven is, and how things are
in heaven, they would tell so many lies, and
indeed with solemn affirmation, that men
would be astonished.” One of the most prom-
inent spiritualist leaders in the Western states
was asked by President Mahan whether h'e
regarded the revelations in the circles as reli-
able sources of information. e confessed
that he did not. - “There is not a medium on
earth,” said he, “whose communications I

would commit myself to. If their revelations
accord with sound philosophy, I believe th'em;
if not, T disbelieve them.” *“Thatis,” szu.d a
bystander, “you believe these communica-

tions when they accord, and disbelie

ve them
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. when they do not accord, with your own phi-
losophy. Every man must act on the same

| principle, and we are all left just where we
' should be in the tota] absence of all such rev-

elations.”

Now I ask such of you as may be invited

. to give up your faith in the Bible, or any of

. . 4 . 1
1ts doctrines, on the authority of mediums anc

. . s . - /7’ 1
spirits, to remember these admissions. Wher

you are told that the spirits say that all men

are . happy as soon ag they leave the world,
just reply that theip Own oracles’ confess that
spirits often lie, and that there is no known

way of distinguishing the truthful from the
false. When you are told

that the Scriptures
trine and moy
oracles confeg
their own gent

that the spirits say
abound in errors of doc-
ality, just reply that their own
8 that mediums often mistake
iments for spirit-messages; an‘d
that, if spirits are really speaking, the case is
not helped at all, for Spiritualism itself says

that spirits are of g uncertain judgment anc
truthfulness gg men,

sions, T marye] a
If all jtg inform

In view of these admis-
t the friends of Spiritualism.
ation ig uncertain till verified

7 ()

ellm

2

is it?  And if
by experience, of what use.l,s ¥ . ure of
ex)rel‘y 10116 who goes e b 01‘10.1 ?islsaljd may
dealing largely with wicked SP?I ’not o
deal with none others, why are t‘l;ylrlell?
thus to join hands WithudI(z&;: &11; spirit of my
But some one says, : Tich
father, or mother, or sister, or d,l;ltdt’-oz: well
communicates with me, and I Enog'es but the
to fear that it will deceive me. ] ﬂnt’ wicked
authorities of Spiritualism Sa}l- q];(]- how do
spirits often counterfeit the gOO(b, 4 cour truth-
you know that what purports to be )e Qatan in
ful and tender mother is not S.O 1;luin? You
disguise, luring you on to. your o prolits
are asked to go to the 011*01(—3? ‘a RiPgUE
questions to the spirits. Be.foli? f yoi will
member that if Spiritunalism 18 tulu can tell,
go to have dealings, for m‘.ght y-Ci'malism is
with the devil; and that 1f, fS P-n%-om' going,
false, you will have to answer Ollq?res that he
to that Giod of the Bible who dec oul that at-
Will set his face against everytslct)lim off from
tempts to consult spirits, and le1 lly is it for a
among his people. And what Zred and tried
man to give up the pure and hon

(1§
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religion of his fathers for a novelty that really
confesses that there is only one thing certai
about it, and that is, that its teachings are
largely from wicked and lying spirits ! As for
myself, T would as soon build a house and stake
out. a farm on the scarred and heated sides of
an active voleano as commit myself to Spir-
itualism, had I nothing but its own acknowl-
edgments to guide me. What matters it that
the smokeless cone to-day shines fairly in the
sunlight, and that here and there a blade of
green grass can be seen—and perhaps a flower
bright as any that ever toyed with zephyr,
and nodded gay defiance at the sun? For all
this the whole region may be blazing upon
me like very Etna before another day has
gone. These ashes still warm to my feet,
these furrows newly ploughed by the fiery riv-
ers, these mephitic gases escaping from a hun-
dred fissures, these chasms freshly gaping into
hell——God forbid that I should establish my
home on a mountain which makes such con-
fessions of ity character, and such prophecies
of danger !

VIL Te leachings of Spirttualism contra-

ABOUT SPIRITUALISM.

dict the Bible, the science, the common Sense and
the common conscience of mankind, and €ven
themselves.

We have seen that, if the system were true,
it would not cast a shadow of suspicion upon
the truth of the Bible. Liying spirits are %10'0‘
good witnesses, even against Moses and Christ;
and Spiritualism confesses that it ]?as many
such, and no means of distinguishing them
from others. So all its testimonies against th.e
Bible, if it has such, go for nothing. BUt, i
spirits  do actually now communicate f‘»’lth
len, the Bible, instead of being diseredlt?d’
stands confirmed in several important p athi:
ulars, Tt is then true, as the Book says, e
Wan has a spiritual nature essentially 1ndei
bendent of the body. It is true, as the Bool
says, that death is not the end of man: th’ere
is for him a future state of thinking, active,
conscious life. It is true, as the Book says,
that unembodied spirits are evel‘ywhm:e abou‘t
us, feeling great interest in human ﬂffﬂll':.s’ S;ufj ‘
gesting evil thoughts, deceiving, t'.emptm.g 10
Sin. Also, the demoniacal possessions s
New Testament are confirmed. Thus a true
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Spiritualism must furnish a new stone to lay
in the already mighty foundation of Christian
evidences; just as many an enemy has hereto-
fore done for the city he has assailed. «'The
Goth seems to be present under the walls, O
Belisarius, bringing stones from far, and build-
ing his mounds of attack in the cloudy twi-
light.” “Ah,” says the hero, “is it s0? Then
to-morrow we shall have the means of strength-
ening the flanks of the Pincian.” And sure
enough, the same light that reveals the ene-
my places his far-fetched blocks in the walls
of the city, and Rome is stronger than ever.
So will it be on the day that finds the spirits
authentic. The Bible shall profit by them.
It shall stand all the more firmly on its ever-
lagting hills, through aid of the truths neces-
sarily implied in a genuine spirit-intercourse.
The spirits are no evidence against the Bi-
ble; but the Bible is great evidence against

the teachings of the spirits. These teachings

contradict the Bible; and so all the great ar-
guments which go to show it to be the word
of God-—its purity, its reforming power, its
adaptation to the entire nature and wants of
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man, its want of adaptation to serve the pur-
poses of imposture, its triumphant appeal to
the intellects and hearts of multitudes of ﬂle
greatest and best men that ever lived, lt.s
Prophecies, its miracles established on s
dence as massive as supports any historical
facts whatever—all these go to show that the
contradicting errors of Spiritualism are to be
rejected. Now this system has taught such
things as the following: Christ was an impos-
tor. There is no such being as Satan. There
is no future punishment. There is no personal

God. There is no such thing as sin; and so
T am far from

on to a hundred particulars.
ght

saying that Spiritualism has uniformly tau
such things ; T only say that it has g/ten t.aﬂght
them, and taunght them as credibly as it has
ever taught anything, with just as many ouF—
landish wonders, through just as good medi-
ums, from just as wellnamed and W'C.H:bei
haved spirits. A gentleman ]afely. visitec
some of the leading spiritualists in this com}—‘
try for the purpose of gathering from thel}
own lips their latest views as to the more car-
dinal principles of religion and morals. He

;___-‘
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found them all atheists. One said that he
did not think that one man in ten of those
who had been spiritualists for as many years
believed in a personal God. He also confess-

ed that it was not deemed wise to put forward

such an advanced notion in unripe communi-

ties—“it was too strong meat for babes ;7 but
he declared this to be the real sentiment of

the leaders, from Andrew J ackson Davis down-

ward. Davis himself afterwards confirmed
this. The same day, at a Metropolitan Con-
ference of Spiritualists, the moderator asked
for a free expression of opinion as to the
Bible, a personal God, and the reality of moral
distinctions. Nothing was said in their favor,
much was said against,

This to my personal
knowledge.

It is quite safe to say that Spir-
itualism, as represented by its chief men and
those best entitled to speak for it, retains no
intellectual foundation for either re
common morals. Tt hag no Bible. It has no
God. Ttcounts all virtue
To this effect has heey t
sages it hag

ligion or

and vice mere names.
he tenor of the mes-

had from the spivit-world., If

] 3 a 9
these messages are unrea] op false, there are
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none in the whole sisterhood of messages
which have anything to stand upon. And
that these are either unreal or false, L cfhzyrge
in the name of that great mass of evldenc.e
that the Bible is true, which for ages has tri-
umphdntly sustained the criticisms of the l?rlo_
foundest scholarship and genius, @d on whie l,t
confessedly, nothing in Spiritualism can cas
a shadow of suspicion.- ‘
The teachings of Spiritualism also contlf-t-
dict science. And here I hardly know where
to begin; for there is scarcely a “.ell-est&b;
lished principle in science which .h_avS DOt‘:_ &
one time or another, been called in questloz
by the spirits. Does the earth revolve m.-o'uﬂf
the sun? What purports to be _the spirib (i
George Washington has no objection to din}«é
ing the fact. Are the sun, moon, and S,tglu'?
Placed at unequal distances fl‘Ol%l the earth:
The spirit of Benjamin Franklin .nmkes ..112
diﬁiculty in denying that. Chemlstry‘lb L]
delusion, according to the spirit of Davy e
Euclid mistaken in his theorems, MCordlD% 5
the spirit of Newton. I am fqr from :&)121%
that Spiritualism hag uniformly taught su
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things: T opl

Y say that such teachings have
often been g

iven, and indeed can be obtainec}f
any day, and that, too, with as much show o
astonishj

g authentication as ever attends on
the teachingg of Spiritualism, T¢
messages are unre
dence have we th

these SPil'i?‘
al or falge, pray what evi-
at any others are better ?
The rest are n0 better substantiated than
those which o fly in the face of science; and
if their evidence ig demonstrated to be just
good for nothing, just good for nothing is the
evidence of a]] the rest,
The teachings of Spiritualism

dict the common sense and the ¢
science of mankind. T woulg not have credit-

ed some instances a4 follow, had T not found
them resting on authority of the very highest
kind. What think you of B

hundred year

also contra-
ommon con-

acon, now two
s in the spirit world, sending us
specimen philosophical essays that would
1o credit to a schoolboy; of Sh
Corneille

do
akespeare and
sending us specimen comedies and
tragedies which their hest friends woulq si-
lently burn, even it dug up in yellow ang faded

autographs from their olq earthly homes; of
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Clay anq Webster
Speeches, the like of

33
sending us specimen

hich had they been wont
to speak op earth their public career would

have heen of the briefest? - What think you
of Napoleon and Wellington disputing in the
SpIrit ywoylq about theip rival tactics, and mar-
shalling gyey against each other battalions of

llustration What think you of
berating in railroad stocks 9 What

> 10 more guilt “in
'Y, adultery, murder, than in the
a steam-engme? What think
yf’“ of such blasphemies g that Swedenborg
m the body, to see the Ahnighty,
dinner it him?  What think you
i tl;ine that the family institution is g
fhe e T‘Lt- ought tg be. abzil.ted, and t-hat
wd e elicity of mmﬂ.nnd IS communism

All thig has Spiritualism

and worge such

ay that Spiritualism

1S absurd and wicked

ab it hag often done 80, and

3
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done 50 with a1 the proofs of a genuine spirit-
revelation that it eyer gives. And, I ask,
what is the evidence worth that teaches me
that such doctrines are true ?

Also, the teaching of
dicts itself, T say but a !
already incidentally given instances of this
Species of contradiction,
Spirits will Preach infideljt
manism, in
for an Egyptian Spirit ey
to the heaven of Mohammeq. You only need
to know what Sentiments gy he
cle, in order to know what
its will fayoy. Does

Spiritualism contra-
word here ; for T have

In one circle the
Y, in another Ro-
another eyey Mohammedanism ;

en testifies in France

1d in the cir-
doctrines the spir-

such a system ag this
come from good SPIrits ?  Doeg 1t come from

spirits at all 9 What is the evidence worth
that is equally good at establishing g doctrine
and itg contrary ?

I have sat at the feet of
ers; and I am willing to it at the feet of very
many more. Byt they must hay
dentials, T must hay
at leagt they will
In the cage of

Very many tegch-

€ Some cre-
© Some assurance that
not guide me to destruection.

Spiritualigm I have no such

e

S —
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-crowned
is i star-crow
assurance. Kvidently this 1s ;10 f Lmom i
i ; blush o
o s as the :
angel, beauteou O
Eden, and fresh from the R
2 o 3
is not even a respectable Gamal - on A
1 STY )
sons are often bad, sometlmes]monforCeg e
q . she en :
d upon; s
never to be depende P R
the same unction and evidenc i
(1 needie
: her flexible A,
ood and bad; S o
found the compass, and, not Sfl wr’ite% her
;; she §
profound dip at both ends; s e
o e qn nscience to
C Ly .
- any sound cons
ines known by any "
doctrines know . I
be shocking and infernal as on )
e S {1INg \ S
i er very breath burns blue, Yl
S v the forked and hissing
n us the < B
thrusts out upo ; e
Iracon. Shall we pub 5
tongue of a dragon. o e
to school to such a teachella bl
; = nll
ilies to help tre :
er 1 ur families W
g o i —ghall we give t
dren? Qur consciences——s L
? 4 '
g ing? Our paterns -
nto her keeping? e
» ever for her po
e s m for ever : N
we shut ther i e
with our hands trusting )l i T
‘ i ath anc
i - ws of dea
mnto the shado s
R ot etel’m?" 'PS to answer certain
writualism refuse:
VIII. Spiritual ¢
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reasonable tegt qQuestions,
well, would prove its tyy,
controversy,

Christianity gives sucly evidence of herself
as she pleageg And if gome Quiiiassls
to Suggest that certain other proofs would be
more convincing to multitudes, ghe replich
that she fag given sufficient—that it is incon-
sistent, with, her Principleg to give more. And
DO one cap show & IS not 80. But it can be
shown t¢ be perfectly in keeping with the ge-
nius ang habitg of Spiritualism to answer such
questions ag | about t, mention, It pur-
ports to answey duestions of the game lind
every day, ang all over tp country. Whether
1"f*lating t0 matay Scientific, literary, finan-
cial, Politica], Yeligions__jt evidently is all the
Same to ;4 Spirits, They are consulted about
Uews of tha day, about wills, about invest-
Ments, dregg,
domegtie
eculay
Convenjgp to oy
thege topics; In
gest ]iber’ty of

which, if answered
to most minds beyond

am

about
g, aboyt
and mgt S

about eating and drink-
Matters of the humbleS‘z
S0rts; anq they often find il
© categorical answers on 5
& word, they have the 19’1:
SPeech—seem embarrassed by
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! ] —are
orance
few limitations save those of 1gn n; g
. : i 1 accomm g
nd a
7 blaisant an e
ronderfully comy e
Xol an curiosity. And of cours N
0 huma . dict o g ’
pass with the utmost facﬂltly e\te )t ey
L 7 acles to .
' i ‘e any obst -
lid bodies are ¢ ' , it |
5 oress—a few minutes, ab tt e
o wn to
WOIhd suffice to carry them d?Obe B
, ‘ e . .
tre or round the girth of the g e 2T
: - ». S
also represented as very anxiou i el
; i 1 especla 9
ool men, and e e
te with living : TR
cal tives; also to establish the tru Rl
Y . Ly ;
re Esm ﬁ’rmly in the conﬁdonc'e'o T
1alis ' |
}{ow very easy for them to do it / ‘jﬁth i
mowledge, an ”
ight and knowledg s
ranges of flight : TN
ia 8 permission to respond szoEt a s
i i hi ey m
in Sfu'lth and heaven with which t qzy e
e ¥ 7 yery easy
ainted—how very e
e acquainte ' ¥
pen t(1> b (tlmill test questions, aﬁ; e
to solve certain. tes o
blic for ever at rest as to the reality
public fo

on ;\ 7 es i (6] thOSG
e y ) N Cllb
11iC'LtiOIlS ! { ll llot d
C NING D .

long

JEPER kept so o

£500 which Professor Slmpsonﬂxeilr conveni-

2 -a1fino th ’

in bank at Edinburgh w Jl?nﬁ t spirits who
, ) : at s

Wl g y clalmec 1 : A

Will it be clai ol 2o e

as free as

9
s ite vaults
can pass through granite v el o8

: L
as light through a window,
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g . id not
air to tell what they can discover, could

~ in
do it? Why pot report for some paper i

New York 5 Synopsis of the news of the “Lon-

. G do it
don Timeg” of the Same morning, and

regularly for 4 mopgy, o Will it be Pretendcg
that such Spirits ag Spiritualism tells us o
would havye any difficulty, mopal of othel'_, ;n
doing it? () the days that the Englis i’
French, Russian, ang American treaties ‘.Vl.tf
China were signed, Why could not the Sletlb
have copieq them off jnt, the “Spiritual Tel-
egraph,” and calleq to all the world to tak‘i
notice if, whey, the documentg came to 11&11(1
through the ordinary channels, they would
10t be found ¢4 Same, word for word? Some-
thing of thiq sort w
would shaye the n
beliet of hig locks
dartg through phig
Absalom’y . and
alism telly yq of
to do it,

and gemg
éarth, op

ould he very convincing—
OW mighty Samson of un-
—hay, would strike as man.y
heart as Joab did through
Surely guely Spirits as Spn‘ltll{
could do it, and would be glztcl
liere apg Vast treasures of lost golc
Scattered ahoyt the surface of fh‘e
a little beneaty that surface; there

1 ] : .. of.coal,
are righ mines of the Precious metals, of . coa

-

¥
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s O 'ne
e O't v IL soil; why will no nd enrich
o lves ilelp the COlmtryiJar e
their thelliflis ;L;ld other friendls Zﬁmot i
thenﬂme( olden spots? If:, sure %'O L
Out' a t they lack ability to d ’ed with
Clmn.led s 1 t} they are emban-assre e
o 011‘ tlzf cof-ciencOl Iy .1?1111')’ and
b els t with such extm;olC; :che me-
R ttl‘a acents at their bec ;,r ti
g l'l?gle;J especially the 111.0S s,
vy CI:JC 1:1’(16 some discoverle d their
) 'In Llifted themselves zﬂ; drudg-
oK &.nd e&il}gely revenues, inst(?ad o} :
O .mfo fltileir farming, or ﬁsbl.ng';his A
nllg &: i ; repeat it, something lﬂsle 5 .
charity. a e

ard

or p{l,l'ish

ould cle
incing — would Al
be very convmcm.b SR f
‘hich Spiritualism e
sphere wh its damp, chilling e
to breathe of its da o seawhmg a
lissent and dispute, ]lx- S
( I'SS]- d if the system 1s tlul ; B
s i such decis
wind ; : > our having suc g
iy heard of anythi DI fi <
fo.o 1 NStes
ever he et
as anybody oy
IH&W DYVill any ever hear TR
gind ¢ 5 ot
y ili 1ch small ware
of retailing su



40 ABOUT SPIRITUALISM.

obscure John had a sister married on such
a day in Georgia, and so discipling J: ohn’s
wife and children, why do they not, seeing
they are as easily able, trade in demonstra-
tions like merchant princes, and so disciple
the whole land in magnificent haste ? Instead
of straying about the country and cutting off
his enemies in inglorious detail, in the course
of half a century, what general, confident in
his star and having the freedom of every
method, would not prefer to sweep them away
all at once in a decisive battle which should
dazzle all lands with his glory, and the echoes

o ¢
of which should dwell for oyer among men ?

- Itis easy enough, and generally safe enough,

to give out that g certain obscure woman’s
husband is dead in California ; but let the
SPIrits prove themselves on such facts as we
have here mentioned, and which can be veri-
fied by everybody. Then I, for one, will
admit them to he spirits—but lost spirits—and
as such, to be fought against with all manner
of truth and righteousness.

IX. The tendencies of Spiritualism, as kis-
torically developed, are most pernicious.

A
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We have seen that the teachings of the
System are often of the most immoral and dis-
Organizing nature; and generally so full of
mistakes and contradictions as to be just fitted
to unsettle faith in everything. The very
Purpose to deal with what may be wicked
Sl?h'itS, is itself corrupting, The results in the
lllst()ry of Spiritualism are just what one would
“Xpect. In those communities where it has
flowrished any length of time, it has weakened
domestic ties ; fed immorality ; gradually
Passed into spiritual marriages, free-love,
FOurierism, no-governmentism, and almost
every other bad thing that chooses to take the
tame of reform. Recently a colony of Spir-
Wualists started off to found a settlement in
one of the Middle States, on principles worse
than those of the Mormons. Have you not

ard of the Rutland Convention—and do
JOU ever want to hear of another?

the Tesults into w
ally

Such are
hich the system is continu-
developing itself ; though it has many
friends anq vietims who are not aware of the
fact, and would be alarmed and shocked at it
i they were. Tt a Spiritualism with such
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fruits is true, then, truly enough, Satan is
abroad, demoniacal possessions have again
come about, the denunciations of the Serip-
tures against sorcerers and wizards and witch-
s have for us a terrible pertinency; and the
soonei we betake ourselves to holy exorcisms
of the wicked spirits by prayer, and faith, and
good works, and close-clinging to that pure
and satisfying Christianity which God and
our fathers have bequeathed to us, the better.

Such is the system. A vast amount of de-
and imposture has been proved against

lusion
it. Its phenomena, if granted, have not the
h—-to

Jeast scientific value as proof of its trut
hing of its merits. Tts origin, means,
re nothing in its favor. It is re-
jected by the great mass of intelligent, culti-
vated, and reliable men who have taken pains
amine its claims—even of those who are

say not
and modes a

to ex
disposed to admit as genuine some of the
leading phenomena of the system. Its ablest

s themselves virtually confess it worthy

Tts teachings contradict the
cience, the common Sense and
ience of mankind—also them-

friend
of 1'ejection.
Bible, the s

common consc

P

&
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selves. Tt refuses to answer cerfain reasons

able test questions which, it well-answered,
would prove its truth to most minds beyond
controversy. Its tendencies as historically

developed, are most pernicious. These are
In their light I trust you
ancy and sorcery to
So I ask

your fami-

suggestive facts.
have seen the new necrom
be abundantly worthy rejection.

you to reject it for yourselves, for
lies, and, as far as your influence extends, for
your neighbors and the public at large. Do
not practise it, do not consult it, do not pa-
tronize it by your presence at its circles. And,
to assist your duty, remember the attitude of
uncompromising hostility which Christianity,
(which Spiriﬁmlism can do mnothing to dis-
credit,) both under the form of the old and of
the new dispensation, has always taken toward
I sort of an attempt to oi)en up sensible
mtercourse with the spirit—world. As we have
seen, she sternly charges ol who value her
favor, desire to maintain a pl urch
here, and propose to secure 2 place i her
heaven hereafter, to wash their hands of all
complicity with such enterprises: We know

ace in her ch

e St

:
18§
¥
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?10’5 all the reasons of her will; but the will
itself we do kmow. It is exp],icit decisive
peremptory. It stands out with ;har) 'Lnl,
@Ry definition, like the thunder—cloudll Li ‘i
m.otlc?nless in the west—centrally dark ybni
with its edge sketched on the blacli slf 7 b, tlu
crowded and impatient lightninos‘ ?n / 1le
abrupt and fiery lines as are a.lmo:t fe'u'fjili l
see. .In vain we plead our restless curiLosit j
n vain, urgent solicitations and the im )?’0
nable firmness of our faith. Relicion willltl elb-
1o excuse. She has drawn her l-l}ine she la{e
bu%lt her wall—up to the very stars’ ’sh lms
built it ; and woe to the man who atte;n )et;fls
person or by proxy, under this pretenlcr:m-
under 'that, to dig through the blazing ad(a)tl-
(@;msgt into the secret things which belong to
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